
Camden City School District 
 

Grade 8 Unit 1 SS Pacing Guide 
 
Week/Text type Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Week of September 
4th 

No students- 
Labor Day 

No students- Staff 
PD 

First day of school 
Establish routines 
and protocols 

Establish routines 
and protocols 

Establish routines 
and protocols 

Week of September 
11th 
Vocabulary:Glacier, 
irrigation, surplus, 
civilization 

Chapter 1 Essential Question: How did different cultures and traditions develop around the world? 
 
Ch. 1 Roots of the American People 
Section 1: The Earliest Americans 
 
Section 1 focus question: How did early civilizations develop in the Americas? 
  
Suggested activities:Look over map on pages 4-5 and discuss.  
 

Week of September 
18th 
Vocabulary:Culture, 
culture area, kayak, 
potlatch, adobe, 
clan, sachem 

Ch. 1 Roots of the American People 
Section 2: Cultures of North America 
 
Section 2 focus question: How did geography influence the development of cultures in North 
America? 
 
Suggested activities: 

Week of September 
25th 
Vocabulary: 
Muhammad, Mansa 
Musa, navigation, 
Zheng He 
 

Ch. 1 Roots of the American People 
Section 3:Trade Networks of Asia and Africa 
Section 3 focus question:How did trade link Europe, Asia and Africa? 
 
 
 
 
 



monotheism, Jesus, 
salvation, direct 
democracry, 
republic, feudalism, 
Martin Luther, 
Henry the 
Navigator, Vasco De 
Gama 

 
Section 4:The European Heritage 
Section 4 focus question:What major influences shaped European civilizations? 
 
Suggested activities: 

Week of October 
2nd 
Vocabulary: 
Christopher 
Columbus, Vasco 
Nunez de Balboa, 
Ferdinand 
Magellan, strait, 
circumnavigate 

Chapter 2 Essential Question: What are the causes and effects of European exploration of the 
Americas? 
 
Ch. 2: Europe Looks Outward 
Section 1: The Earliest Americans 
 
Section 1 focus question: How did the search for a water route to Asia affect both Europe and the 
Americas? 
  
Suggested activities:Look over map on pages 34-35 and discuss.  

Week of October 9th 
Vocabulary: 
Sec 2: 
conquistador, 
Hernando Cortes, 
Moctezuma, 
plantation, 
encomienda, 
Bartolome de Las 
Casas, mission, 
peninsular 
 
Sec 3: mercantilism, 
John Cabot, 

Ch. 2: Europe Looks Outward 
Section 2: Spain’s Empire in the Americas 
 
Section 2 focus question: How did Spain establish an 
empire in the Americas? 
 
Suggested activities: 

Ch. 2: Europe Looks Outward 
Section 3: Europeans Compete in North 
America 
 
Section 3 focus question: How did 
conflicts in Europe spur exploration in 
the Americas? 
 
Suggested activities: 



 

northwest passage, 
Henry Hudson 
Week of October 
16th 
Vocabulary: 
Sec 3 (from last 
week) 
 
Sec. 4: Samuel de 
Champlain, coureur 
de bois, Jacques 
Marquette, alliance 

Ch. 2: Europe Looks Outward 
Section 3:Europeans Compete in 
North America 
 
Section 3 focus question: How did 
conflicts in Europe spur exploration in 
the Americas? 
 
Suggested activities: 

Ch. 2: Europe Looks Outward 
Section 4: France and the Netherlands 
in North America 
 
Section 4 focus question: What impact 
did the establishment of French and 
Dutch colonies in North America have 
on Native Americans? 

No Students- Staff 
PD 

Week of October 
23rd 
Vocabulary: Ch.1 
and Ch. 2 

UNIT 1 test this week. 
 
Finish up chapters 1 and 2. Review materials with students 
and administer test midweek. 

Start Unit 2, see 
unit 2 pacing  

Unit 2 

 
 
 

 


